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Learn more: Carnival 
Floats and Engineering

Carnival floats are often some of the most
visually striking elements in a parade. They
combine sculpture, painting, set design,
metalwork, lighting, movement, mechanics, and
safety. To travel down the parade avenue, a
float must engage the crowd, support the
theme’s narrative, and maintain stability
throughout the route. It is art built through
calculations, planning, and collective work on a
large scale.

Early in the history of Samba schools, floats
featured simpler structures and still resembled
ranchos, motorcades, processions, and Great
Carnival Societies. As competition intensified
and the aesthetics of the parades evolved,
particularly from the 1950s and 1960s onward,
Carnival floats gained greater prominence on
the parade avenue and began to play a
narrative role in the presentations.

Carnival designers, such as Joãosinho Trinta
expanded this language by creating
monumental Carnival floats, marked by
theatricality, striking effects, and rich detail.
These floats began to function as large, moving
scenes. Sculptures, accessories, lighting,
marked by theatricality, striking effects, and
rich in detail. Floats, mechanisms, and groups



of performers help represent characters,
landscapes, conflicts, celebrations, and
decisive moments within the theme.

An interesting detail about Samba school
judging helps clarify this logic. Costumes for
supporting and featured performers are
named for the participants, featured
performers, and supporting groups who wear
them. When these members are on the float
and participate in its scene, they become part
of the assessment in the Carnival Floats and
Accessories category. Their presence
completes the float’s visual meaning, adds
scale, movement, and finishing touches, and
helps the spectators understand the image
proposed for that section.



The involvement of artists from the city of
Parintins at Rio’s float-building workshops also
marked this evolution. From the 1990s onward,
professionals associated with the Amazonian
boi-bumbá festivals began working in the Rio
Carnival, bringing expertise in monumental
sculptures, articulated mechanisms, scenic
effects, and large-scale structures. This
exchange strengthened the dialogue between
Brazilian popular celebrations and expanded
the technical possibilities of Carnival floats.



Building a Carnival float involves multiple
stages: drawing, planning, metalwork,
sculpting, painting, movement testing,
assembly, finishing, and transportation. The
process mobilizes specialized teams, including
metal workers, welders, sculptors, painters,
accessory makers, set designers, electricians,
operators, and float pushers. Each stage must
be completed precisely on schedule to meet the
parade timeline.

Reuse is also part of the workshops’ ingenuity.
Metalwork, sculptures, wood, fabrics, and
scenic materials can be repurposed in new
forms for future Carnivals. A float impresses
not only through its size but also reveals the
technique, experience, and precision of the
workers who transform materials, design, and
movement into an image that leaves a lasting
impression on the parade avenue.
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